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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 NOUAKC 00424 170344Z 
ACTION OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO AID-05 CEQ-01 CIAE-00 SOE-02 
COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 EPA-04 INR-10 IO-14 L-03 
NSF-02 NSC-05 NSAE-00 PM-05 USIA-15 SS-15 SP-02 
DOE-11 INT-05 AGRE-00 /125 W 

058813 170349Z/65 

R 151430Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSS NOUAKCHOTT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8950 

UNCLAS NOUAKCHOTT 424 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, MR 

SUB J : DATA FOR YEAR 2000 STUDY 

REF: STATE 2024 

1 . INQUIRIES CONFIRM THAT PROBLEMS OF DEFORESTATION AND 
LAND DEGRATION ARE INDEED ACUTE HERE, BUT AS SUGGESTED REFTEL 
NO MEANINGFUL DATA EXISTS ON RATE OF LOSS. INTERNATIONAL ORGANI- 
ZATION OFFICIALS CONCERNED WITH PROBLEM CITE RAPID LOSS OF 
ALREADY SMALL TREE POPULATION HERE AS DUE TO PRACTICE OF BREAKING 
INSTEAD OF CUTTING BRANCHES TO ENABLE SMALL ANIMALS TO FEED, 

THE USE OF LIVE TREES FOR CHARCOAL PRODUCTION. EXTENT OF CON- 
CERN ABOUT REFORESTATION IS BEST ILLUSTRATED BY FACT THAT 325 
HECTARE PROJECT RUN BY LUTHERAN FEDEPION OUTSIDE OF NOUAKCHOTT 
IS ONLY KNOWN REFORESTATION EFFORT IN MAURITANIA. 

2. DATA ON SOIL AND LAND DEVELOPMENT ALSO LIMITED TO VISIBLE 
EVIDENCE THAT DESERTIFICATION ACTIVE PROCESS. KRYZA 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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